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Released in October 2003, this long

awaited book addresses a void in the . '—SPANISH
numismatic literature of Spanish

America The interest in Spanish TRE{&_SIJRE BARS

treasure bars increa;es every yea and qum New Wﬂl‘l‘i Shlpwmckr.,
with every new shipwredk salvaged. B

Dr. Craig, is the aithor of Spanish
Colonia Silver Coins In The Florida
Colledion and Spanish Colonia Gold
Coins in the Florida Colledion. Ernie -
Richards, author of many articles on #58

treasure hurting and publisher of the
news letter Plus Ultra have teamed up
to asemble this new work. The
authors have pulled together data from
various dipwreks and applied
reseach and analysis to open up the
world of treasure bars to the reader.
While amitting that there is much
information nd included and the
insightful projedion that much new
information will come forward now
that there is a work on subjed, we
natice in the title the words “volume
one”. We hope the series continues.

I:w-'

We present here areview of the book, chapter by chapter.

Chapter 1, Introduction: 18 pp., 6figures and 2 tables. Fundamental badkground
information on royal taxation, royal treasuries, foundies, metal processng and the
function o silver and gold bars in 16" to 18" century Americas. Figures showing
locations of royal cgas (treasuries) in Nueva Granada (Colombia) and Perd. A tax table
of Potosi silver bars showing quantity of bars taxed for many of the yeas between 1572
and 1700.Theintroduction concludes with 7 interesting pages of excerpts of mint records
from the Archivos de la Nad6n Boliviana.



Chapter 2, The Mimbres Bars: 34 pp., 1Zigures and 2tables. This chapter deds with the
“Tumbaga” bars that were salvaged in the ealy 1990s. While the names tumbaga,
tepuzque and guafiin are discussed, the aithors propose the name “mimbres’ for these
bars. The oldest new world Spanish shipwredk treasure so far discovered, the aithors date
the wredk 1527 @ later, the name of the ship is as yet still unknown. Both the gold and
silver bars are discussed, including small gold pieces samped with marks which are
possbly ealy coinage from Mexico before the mint was opened. In this reviewer’'s
opinion these “Tumbaga” or “Mimbres’ bars are of the highest historicd importance and
we ae pleased to seethem presented in the book.

Chapter 3, The Padre Island Wreds: 4 pp. 8figures and 1table. Most of the figures are
of the stamps found onremvered bars. The Padre Island wredks of 1554 are important
because of the achaeologicd recrds made and pubdi shed.

Chapter 4, A Shipwredk nea Cayo Inés de Soto: 8 pp., 8figures and 1table. Most of the
new world treasure was dhipped to Cuba, treasure flees were aseembled there for the trip
bad to Spain. The auithors compare the stamps of these Cuban shipwredk bars with those
from the Padre Island Shipwredks.

Chapter 5, The Power Plant Wredk: 4 pp., 6figures, and 1table. Artifads remvered from
a power plant construction site on Hutchison Island, Fl. Including a remarkable silver
disk with the letter “G”, assayer Juan Gutierrez (?) and a scdlop shell for the symbad of
the order of St. James, “Santiago”, situated in the Florenzada style aoss typicd of
Mexican coinage starting with coins in the name of Philip II.

Chapter 6, Treasure Bars from the Atocha: 40 pp., 7Zigures plus an additional 46 siglas
(identification marks) asembled into a cdalog of 10 sheds. The dapter covers gamps,
assy “bites’, how the Atocha silver bars were made and transported. A separate sedion
discusses bars made & Oruro as well as Potosi. Also covered are markings applied to
gold bers attributed to foundies in Colombia. Ancther wredk, cdled the “Degy Water
Wred” is covered and identified with the 1622fled because of markings on gold ingots
also attributed to Colombia. This chapter is padked with information on the most
publicized shipwred salvaged. At the end d the book is a 42-page gpendix with 16
columns of tabulated data for 963 Atocha silver bars, a result of reseaching the original
documents made & the time of salvage. This appendix will be atremendows asst to
reseachers.

Chapter 7, Nuestra Sefiora de las Maravill as: 8 pp., 8figures plus an additional 34 siglas
asembled into a cdalog of 8 sheds. The Maravill as was carying treasure recvered
from the shipwredk of La Capitana, which had sunk onthe Padfic side of the Americas,
as well as other treasure, when it sunk df the wast of the Bahamas in 1656.Silver and
gold bars are ill ustrated with particular attention to the markings on the gold bars and
their apparent relationship with gold bars from the Atocha, which wredked some 40 yeas
ealier. Situated between chapters 7 and 8is a sedion d 18 color phaos, showing bars
and some of the people assciated with reseach o the bars, including Douglas
Armstrong who wrote abook onthe Tumbaga bars.



Chapter 8, The Jupiter Wredk: 6 pp and 10figures. So named the Jupiter Wredk becaise
of its locaion at Jupiter Inlet, some suggest it may have been the San Miguedl de
Archangel. In addition to typicd coins, the wred has yielded 2Star of Lima® mins, gold

bars and a sil ver bar, which the authors present in detail, suggesting Santa Fé de Bogota
as the mint of origin.

Chapter 9, Treasure Bars from the 1715 Plate Fled: 10 pp, and 18figures. Silver bars,
sil ver wedges, clusters of small silver ingots, gold bars and copper bars are presented.

Chapter 10, EI Nuevo Constante nee Duke of York: 4 pp., 5figures. The El Nuevo
Constante sank in 1766 df the mast of Louisiana. Buried in mud the atifads were well
preserved becaise of the lack of oxygen which when present acceerates corrosion. The
copper ingots recvered are said to be indistinguishable from those remvered from the
Atocha, which sank nealy a century and ahalf earlier. Alsoill ustrated are 2 gold disks.

Chapter 11, Cuban Copper Treasure Ingots: 10 pp., 7figures and 1 table. Interesting
chapter on copper ingots, covers historicd badkground,and a detail ed examination d the
chemicd analysis on a sample ingot. Includes maps and cross diona diagram of the El
Cobre @mpper minein Cuba.

Chapter 12, Old and New Falsificaions of Spanish Bars. 8 pp., 11figures and 1table. In
addition to phdos and dawings, the aithors include alist of charaderistic atributes for
4_egitimate Spanish Colonia Bars®, aContemporary Contraband Bars® and @M odern
Frauddent Bars’. While the aithors believe there must have been contemporary
courterfeit bars, they have yet to identify any.

Endings: In addition to the gpendix of Atocha silver bars mentioned previoudly, thereis
an appendix B, a Table of Numeric Notation Found in Early Documents, a two-page
glossry, a five-page References Consulted® sedion. There is a one -page aldendum
with dagrams of two gold ingots from the 1622 fled and finally a 7-page index.

Spanish Treasure Bars From New World Shipwreds, Volume One: is destined to be a
standard referencework for the historian and numismatist.

Herman Blanton



